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In this section, we will take a look at commands that will work with manipulating files.

touch

This command will either create an empty file, or change the time-stamp on a current file. 

cat

The ‘cat’ command will write a text file to the screen for you to view. Eg ‘cat logfile.txt’. The terminal 
also will let you redirect the output to another command, or file, but we’ll get to that later.

head

The ‘head’ command is used to display the beginning of a text file to the screen. It is very useful when 
redirecting output to another command.



tail

This command will display the end of a text file. Again useful when redirecting output.

cp

The ‘cp’ command is like dos/Windows ‘copy’ command. It will allow you to copy a file or directory.

mv

This is the move command. It will allow you to move files and directories, with the option of renaming 
them in the process.

less

The ‘less’ command will let you view a text file from the terminal, while giving you the ability to 
navigate through the file, in both directions.



alias

The ‘alias’ command is used to create your own command for the terminal. For example in some Linux
distros, they come with the alias of ‘ll’ set up already. This is an alias to using ‘ls -l’ from the command 
line.


